
THE MESSENGER February 2015 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 

“Sometimes one must go far to discover what is near.” 
 
The Treasure is a  childr en ’s book based on an old rabbinic story of a 

rabbi named Isaac who lives in Krakow.  He is very poor and often goes to 

bed hungry.  Three nights in a row, he dreams about finding a great treasure 

in the capital city.  He travels for days to the capital to see if he can find the 

treasure.  The area where the treasure is buried in his dreams lies just 

outside the palace and is guarded day and night.  He stays around hoping to 

find a moment when the area is unguarded.  After several days, the captain 

of the guard asks Isaac why he’s there.  He shares the dream.  The captain 

tells him to quit chasing silly dreams.  Why, if he chased dreams, the captain 

shares, he would have followed a dream he had and traveled to Krakow to 

the house of a rabbi named Isaac.  In his dream there was a treasure buried 

beneath Isaac’s stove.  Isaac thanks the captain and returns to his home.  There, he finds a 

treasure buried beneath his stove.  He never goes to bed hungry again.  He builds a beautiful 

synagogue and puts this motto on the wall: “Sometimes one must travel far to find what is near.” 

 

What he discovers is that his dreams are enough to lead him to the treasure he was seeking.  

Turns out the treasure was in his own home. In the end, Isaac's perseverance and obedience are 

rewarded. And rather than simply taking, he gives back something in return. How often as adults 

do we discount our dreams as being fanciful or nonsensical?  Uri Shulevitz draws a man who is 

innocent enough to have faith in a dream and wise enough to understand the greatest treasure of 

all.   

 

How about us?  Are we overlooking the treasures among us?    

  



Men’s Retreat 

YMCA-Hargis Retreat, Chelsea, Alabama 

March 13-14, 2015 

“Your Gifts...God’s Mission” 

Resource Leader: Rev. Jim Brooks 

Registration Cost: $80/person ($70 if received 

before Feb. 20) 

$40/person for those coming for Saturday only.  

Everyone is welcome!  

A Regional gathering in the Worship of God 

Rev. Dr. Richard L. Hamm, Preaching Church 

Consultant and Former General Minister and 

President of Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

will lead worship. 

Friday, February 13, 2015 

7:30 p.m. 

First Christian Church, Birmingham  

4954 Valleydale Road, 35242 

 

There is no cost to attend this worship service. 

 An offering will be taken to defray costs.  

A nursery will be provided. 

Date: Saturday, February 7, 9 a.m .-5 p.m. 

Sunday, February 8, 1-5 p.m. 

 

Location: 

First Christian Church  

700 North Wood Ave  

Florence, AL 35630 

Cost: $120 per person 

Plus purchase of book  

Young Children and Worship 

Join us for  our  program based on the book 

"Holy Currencies". “Holy Currencies” will 

push us to think beyond our current  

boundaries and create rich, sustainable  

missional ministries by using gifts other 

than money.   

An invitation for all! 

“Wine and Wineskins: Fresh Vessels for the 

Everlasting Wine” 

Saturday, February 14, 2015 

9:00 a.m.– 2:30 p.m. 

(registration begins at 8 a.m.) 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, BIRMINGHAM 

4954 Valleydale Road 

Cost: $25/person or $250/congregation 

These workshops are aimed at helping churches face 

issues that bring new vitality to the congregation. 

Please join us for our upcoming Board 

meeting on February 22, 2015 after 

church.  We will serve taco soup for 

lunch. Please sign up in the great hall. 

All are welcome to the lunch and board 

meeting!  

 

Fannie Ashley, Moderator 

Please join us for breakfast on February 1 at 7:45 

a.m. in the Great Hall.  We will have a great 

breakfast, fellowship, and devotion! 

 The cost is only $5, and first timers eat FREE!  

Don’t miss this opportunity for the Disciples men 

to cook for you.  

Don Snyder  

Disciple Men 



 

Sing, When the Spirit Says, "Sing!" 

 

Plato said, "Music is a moral law. It gives soul to the 

 universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, 

and charm and gaiety to life and to everything." 

 

Imagine. Something so powerful it can change moods, 

and thereby change people, and thereby change the 

world.  

 

February 18, Ash Wednesday, begins the holy season of 

Lent, as we count down to Holy Week. Lent is a time of 

reflection, repentance, and preparation for Easter  

Sunday, April 5, and many people choose to give up a 

habit or behavior during this time as an exercise in 

prayerful self-denial. Others choose to engage in a special 

devotional activity, such as daily scripture reading, bible 

study, focused prayer, or volunteering.   

 

This year, as part of your Lenten observance, why not 

make a conscious decision to SING? Sing, as a prayer to 

God within us and around us. Sing, in jubilant praise. 

Sing, to acknowledge and to cast aside your sorrows. 

Sing, to send a message of hope and perseverance to  

others. Just sing.  

 

It doesn't matter if you can't carry a tune. God will hear 

your voice, filled with soulful good intentions, as a  

beautiful prayer.  If you're one who normally doesn't sing 

a note during worship services, open your mouth.  Lift up 

your voice. Pray out loud through music.  If you're one 

who always sings, let your heart be even happier by  

joining the choir.  After all, every good and perfect gift 

comes from God. Give it back. 

 

There's a wonderful spiritual song in our hymnal, "I'm 

Gonna Sing When the Spirit Says, 'Sing!'"  Amen!  Open 

your heart, open your mouth, open your soul, and let the 

music flow. 

 

Su Ofe 

Music Director 

 

 It is almost that time again for us to host Family 

Promise, a ministry for homeless families who are in 

transition and trying to get back on their feet. FCC partners 

with several other churches in Montgomery, and twice a year 

we offer our facility to be "home" to these families for one 

week.  

 Our week is coming up: February 22nd through 

March 1st.    
 

 It takes lots of planning and many volunteers to 

handle this ministry and we need your help!  Most of you are 

already familiar with the program, but if you are not and 

would like to learn more please feel free to call me at 334-

220-9060 or email me at kcolson9601@gmail.com.  I will 

also be happy to offer a quick training session (no more than 

30 minutes) if needed prior to this week.  I can meet with 

you as a group or individually as needed.  The following 

volunteer opportunities are available:  

Dinner Hosts each night - deliver  a m eal for  the 

families to the church by 6:00 pm each day.  You do not have 

to stay with them unless you would like to.   It is helpful for a 

couple of people to work together on the dinner so that it is 

not so much on one person or family.  

Evening Host:  Be at the church from  5:30 p.m . to 

8:30 p.m. Sunday through Friday and from 5:00 to 8:30 on 

Saturday. The families may need help with their children 

(homework, entertaining, etc.).  If not, you may visit with 

them or you can just bring a book and enjoy some quiet 

time.   

Overnight Host:  Sim ply stay overnight at the 

church.  Come to church by 8:30 pm and leave at 7:00 am 

during the week. Arrive at 9:00 p.m. on Saturday and leave 

at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday.  The families leave first thing in the 

morning for work, school and/or the Family Promise day 

center.  Bring your pillow and blankets.  We have a single 

bed at the church or a blow up mattress if preferred. 

Set up on Sunday, February 22nd follow ing 10:00 

a.m.  worship service. 

Take down on Sunday, March 1st at 8:00a.m . (have 

the children's Sunday school area ready for Sunday school at 

9:00 a.m.). 

Help washing linens when the week is over. (You will take 

them home after church on Sunday, March 1st). 

Help with unlocking the church by 5:30 each day (only 

need someone for Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and 

Saturday at 5:00). 

Thanks so much for considering how you might be able to 

help.  A sign-up sheet is already posted on the board at the 

information desk or feel free to call me or send me an email 

and I will get you signed up. 
 

Kelly Colson  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


